
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I have everything I need” 

(Psalm 23:1). 

 

 

September 2, 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

September signals the beginning of the new Atrium 

year. Thank you for your patience while we finalize 

plans for the upcoming year. 
 

We are very excited to begin the new year and work 

with your children. The Atrium is a special place of 

prayer and contemplation for your child to come to 

know the Good Shepherd and remain in Him.  

 

We have some positive changes to the Atrium this year:  

 

● The official title is changed to “CCMA Atrium,” CCMA standing for 

Cultural and Catechetical Montessori Association, 

https://www.ccma-usa.org. CCMA rents the space for the Atria from 

Renaissance Montessori School, but we will be working independently 

from RMS.  

● We have moved the Level I Atrium next to the Level II/III Atrium, so 

all the children and Atria will be in one space.  

● Door 5 will now be the Drop-Off and Pick-Up location for the atrium. 

● Level III (ages 9-12) is offered again, sharing the space with Level II, 

making it a Level II/III Atrium.  

● We are continuing our two Atrium sessions: Tuesday morning 3-hour 

session from 9:15-12:15, and Wednesday afternoon 2-hour session 

from 3:45-5:45.  

 

These are the laborers in our vineyard who will be working with your 

children this year:  

 

Mrs. Jennifer Miller is still the Atrium Coordinator, with a different email 

address (jmiller@ccma-usa.org)  
 

The catechists will be: 
 

TUESDAY SESSION: 

Level I: Mrs. Mairé Maher and Mrs. Erica Fusco 

Level II/III: Mrs. Danuta Coble  

 

WEDNESDAY SESSION: 

Level I: Mrs. Jana Horne  

Level II/III: Mrs. Veronica Perrington and Mrs. Kate Wolf 

https://www.ccma-usa.org/
mailto:jmiller@ccma-usa.org


 

Attached is the CCMA Atrium Calendar for 2019-20 and the Parent 

Handbook, but a few pertinent highlights: 
 

● The Mandatory Atrium Parent Gathering is Tuesday, September 

10, at 6:30 PM. This is an opportunity to meet the catechists and visit 

the Atrium without your child and learn more about CGS and the 

Atrium. Just one parent needs to attend. Social time begins at 6:30, 

the meeting will begin at 7:00.  

 
● Orientation will be Tuesday, September 17 and Wednesday, 

September 18. Tuesday and Wednesday sessions will approach 

orientation a little differently, so please follow your catechist’s email 

with the details for your child. 

 

● Tuesday Atrium will have a Phase-in to help the children adjust to 

the full 3-hour session. Again, Tuesday and Wednesday sessions will 

approach the first sessions of atrium a little differently, so please 

follow your catechist’s email with the details for your child. First 

session of Tuesday Atrium is September 24, but it is only 1-hour 

session. Drop-off is the usual time, from 9:00-9:15 AM, and the 

session ends at 10:15 AM. The next two sessions, on October 1 

and October 8, will only be 2 hours. Pick up time will be 11:15 AM. 

The 4th meeting will be the first full session of Atrium is October 15, 

from 9:15 AM-12:15 PM. This is a longer session than most atria 

offer, aiming for a full 3-hour work period to give the child full 

opportunity for enjoyment in the atrium. 
 

● Wednesday Atrium will be full two-hour sessions beginning 

September 25. Tuesday and Wednesday sessions will approach the 

first sessions of atrium a little differently, so please follow your 

catechist’s email with the details for your child. 
 

● For parents interested in First Communion and Reconciliation 

Preparation for their Level II child, there will be a separate meeting 

to provide all the details. We require a two-year minimal enrollment to 

experience the fullness of the CGS Sacramental Preparation. The date 

and time of the meeting has not been decided, but we hope it to be in 

early December. In the meantime, any questions can be directed to 

Jennifer Miller, jmiller@ccma-usa.org.  
 

● The celebrations within the atrium are included in the calendar so the 

parents will not be surprised by requests to bring special items for that 

day. We will send email reminders closer to the dates. 

 

There will be email correspondence during the year from the Administrator 

of CCMA (and also the principal of Renaissance Montessori School), Kristina 

Fox, info@ccma-usa.org. Feel free to ask questions if you need clarification.  

mailto:jmiller@ccma-usa.org
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While the pertinent documents are attached to this email, there will be a 

place on the website soon to refer to the calendar, handbook, etc. online.  

 
With gratitude for our time together in the vineyard of the True Vine, 
 

Jennifer Gregory Miller 

CCMA Atrium Coordinator 

http://ccma-usa.org  

http://ccma-usa.org/

